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Growing concerns that record budget deficits threaten our economic and ultimately our national security have led Congress to consider whether to reinstate the pay-as-you-go rule, also known as PAYGO.  Sadly, the Senate rejected this wise concept on Tuesday when it narrowly shut down the pay-as-you-go budget amendment proposed by Senators Kent Conrad (D-ND) and Russ Feingold (D-WI).  As the Majority Party touts fiscally responsible practices at home, I hope the American people will call on their leaders to not just talk the talk, but walk the walk.  We must confront our historic deficits and return to the PAYGO policy that successfully contributed to bringing our budget into balance in the 1990s.  

Federal PAYGO rules were implemented originally under the Budget Enforcement Act of 1990 and required Congress to find offsets to pay for new spending-a simple concept that households, businesses, and local and state governments have been following for years.  In the 1990s, with PAYGO rules on the books, we saw deficits disappear, record surpluses and rapid economic growth.  In 2001, the Republican-controlled Congress abandoned PAYGO, and we have been swimming in red ink ever since.  Under the Republican leadership-a party founded on limited government-our federal government has spent like teenagers with a no-limit credit card and turned a 10-year surplus of $5.6 trillion to a projected deficit of $3.3 trillion for the same time period.  This is the largest fiscal turnaround in our nation's history.

Instead of being outraged at our fiscal situation, the Majority Party seems complacent and intent on doing nothing to fix it, as seen on Tuesday.  The PAYGO amendment on the Senate floor was rejected due to the disingenuous argument made by Republicans calling the measure a "tax increase."  Instead of being honest with the American people about a once bipartisan effort to bring deficits under control, it seems we now can cry wolf on tax increases and make the commonsense practice of PAYGO a partisan issue.

As a leader of the Blue Dog Coalition, I have been calling for fiscal responsibility and meaningful budget reforms, including the restoration of PAYGO, with little to no avail from the Administration or the Majority Party.  With a proven track record, PAYGO is an important start to balancing our budget and getting our fiscal house in order.  Unfortunately, our federal government continues to reject fiscally responsible practices and instead is opting to continue our irresponsible and wasteful spending habits and increasing the load on future generations.  As our budget deficits climb, as our national debt soars, and as we increase the debt limit for the fourth time in six years, it is my hope that this Congress will not only acknowledge the seriousness of our financial problems but do something about them.  
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